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RESEARCH QUESTION

Identify the biological parents, the original documentary sources for birth, marriage, and death, and
the migration record documenting the move from Ireland to Pennsylvania for Thomas Milhous, born
14 Mar 1698/1699 at Carrickfergus, Antrim County, Ireland, who married Sarah Miller on 1 Apr 1721
at Timahoe, County Kildare, Ireland, and died 1770 at Pikeland, Chester County, Pennsylvania.

1   Findings
The answer as it stands, what would settle it, and what is still in conflict.

Case Summary

What we know
Your family file data supplied for this case records four bare facts about Thomas Milhous: a birth on
14 March 1698/1699 at Carrickfergus, Antrim County, Ireland; a marriage to Sarah Miller on 1 April
1721 at Timahoe, County Kildare, Ireland; and a death in 1770 at Pikeland, Chester County,
Pennsylvania. All three events are tagged in the file as derivative and uncited, meaning they were
entered as fact by whoever built this family tree but carry no reference to an original parish register,
meeting record, deed, or probate file. The same is true of Sarah Miller's recorded birth around
1700/1701 (place not given) and her death on 26 August 1775 (place not given), and of their son
William Milhous, born 12 June 1738 in Chester County, Pennsylvania and died 24 January 1826 in
Belmont County, Ohio. No parents are recorded for either Thomas or Sarah — both his father and
his mother, and both of hers, are blank in the file. No siblings are recorded for Thomas, and no
spouse other than Sarah, and no children other than William. In short: what exists is a skeleton of
four life events across two generations, with no documentary backing for any of them and no
extended family named at all.

What is missing
The core gap is parentage: no record names Thomas Milhous's father or mother, and nothing in the
file offers even a candidate name to test. Beyond that, no original source has been identified for
any of the three personal events — the 1699 birth, the 1721 marriage, or the 1770 death — so even
the "known" facts about Thomas are not yet established in the genealogical sense; they are
assertions pending verification. No record bridges the Atlantic crossing: the file places the family in
Ireland only through 1721 and in Chester County, Pennsylvania only from 1738, leaving a seventeen-
year window in which the actual emigration date, ship, and port are undocumented. No record has
been found naming a specific Religious Society of Friends monthly meeting that the family
belonged to on either side of the ocean, which matters because, absent state-kept vital
registration in colonial Pennsylvania before 1906 and the general fragility of 18th-century Irish
parish coverage, the Quaker meeting registers are very likely the only vital records that can exist
for these people. No probate, deed, tax, or land record has yet been checked in Chester County to
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confirm the 1770 death, identify Thomas's full set of heirs, or test whether William was in fact his
son. And no record has yet confirmed whether children were born to Thomas and Sarah in Ireland
between 1721 and their presumed emigration — the seventeen-year gap to William's 1738 birth is
wide enough to hide an entire unrecorded first family.

The most likely explanation
The leading working hypothesis is that Thomas and Sarah were members of the Religious Society
of Friends (Quakers) both in Ireland and after their move to Pennsylvania, and that their 1721
marriage, their emigration, and their deaths were all recorded in the meeting registers typical of
that faith community. This fits the pattern of other Irish Quaker families relocating to Chester
County, Pennsylvania in the early 18th century, and it explains why no civil vital record exists for
any of these events — there was no civil registration for marriages or deaths in either Ireland or
colonial Pennsylvania at this time, so a faith community's own internal record-keeping is the only
plausible paper trail. What argues for it: the family's known places (Timahoe, an identifiably Quaker
district; Pikeland, within reach of several Chester County Quaker meetings) are consistent with
Quaker settlement geography. What argues against it, or at least complicates it: Carrickfergus itself
is not a documented Quaker meeting seat — the established Ulster meetings were at Lisburn,
Lurgan, and Ballinderry — so the 1699 birthplace may be a later family tradition, a civil parish of
residence, or confusion with a different Antrim location, rather than a precise register location.
There is also a real risk that the Antrim-born infant of 1699 and the Kildare bridegroom of 1721 are
two different men of the same name separated by two hundred kilometers, given that no document
yet links the two events. A secondary explanation worth equal weight is that William Milhous (b.
1738) is not actually the son of this marriage at all, but a grandson or a son by a second,
unrecorded wife — nothing in the file proves his parentage, and the seventeen-year silence
between 1721 and 1738 is exactly the kind of gap that produces this error in compiled pedigrees.
Both explanations are plausible and neither can be preferred over the other without new evidence;
this case is best described as unresolved rather than leaning toward one story.

What would settle it
An original Quaker marriage certificate from the Timahoe-area monthly meeting would be the single
most decisive document, since such certificates typically name both fathers, the home meeting of
each party, and a list of witnesses who form a ready-made cluster of associated families — this
would very likely resolve the parentage question outright. If that certificate cannot be found under
County Kildare, the same search must be run under Queen's County (Laois), since a Timahoe exists
in both and the stronger Quaker presence historically sits toward Laois; a negative result in one
county is not evidence the record does not exist, only that the wrong jurisdiction was searched. A
Chester County, Pennsylvania probate file for Thomas Milhous, dated around 1770, would not
identify his own parents, but it would prove or disprove William's status as an heir and name any
other children, which is essential before William can be trusted as the bridge back to Ireland. A
Quaker certificate of removal accepted by a Chester County monthly meeting between 1721 and
1738 would be the piece that currently does not exist in any form in this file: it would name the Irish
meeting that issued it, which in turn tells the researcher exactly which register to pull for the
marriage and any Irish-born children. If none of these searches produce a hit, that absence itself is
meaningful — it would suggest the family was not actually in formal Quaker membership, which
would redirect the entire research strategy toward civil, estate, and land records instead.

Where the difficulties are
The first difficulty is a jurisdictional ambiguity baked into the file itself: "Timahoe" names two
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distinct places in Ireland, one in County Kildare and one in Queen's County (now County Laois), and
the stronger Quaker meeting history favors the Laois location, meaning a single-county search risks
a false negative. The second is calendar style: the recorded birth date of 14 March 1698/1699
reflects the Old Style calendar, under which the year turned on 25 March, so the same event might
be filed under either 1698 or 1699 depending on how a given register was kept — any birth search
needs to run a window rather than a single year. The third is surname and given-name spelling
variation: Milhous appears historically as Millhouse, Milhouse, Millhous, and Mellhouse, and Miller is
easily rendered Millar, Mills, or Mellor in 18th-century hands, so any search run on only the file's
current spellings is likely to miss the actual entries. The fourth is the Atlantic crossing itself: there is
no civil emigration registration of any kind for this period, so the only possible evidence is an
internal Quaker transfer document, and such documents survive unevenly. The fifth is the absence
of state-kept vital registration on both sides of the ocean for this era — Ireland's Quaker registers
and Pennsylvania's lack of civil registration before 1906 mean that meeting books and probate files
are not merely the best sources, they are very likely the only sources that can exist for these
specific events, which raises the stakes on finding and reading them correctly. Finally, there is a
genuine identity risk in the file's own structure: a 200-kilometer gap between the presumed Antrim
birthplace and the Kildare marriage place, and a seventeen-year gap between the Kildare marriage
and the Pennsylvania birth of the only recorded child, are each wide enough to have absorbed a
different person, a missing first marriage, or missing children, and none of these possibilities can be
ruled out from the data on hand.
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